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S.C. Senator Tom Young
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Faithfully 
SERVING

Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart 
and lean not on your 
own understanding;
Proverbs 3:5 (NIV)
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I f you’re like me, every time you watch the news you are filled 
with a sense of desperation, anger, sadness and a slew of 
other negative feelings. Maintaining a positive Christian 
perspective can be difficult when we are made to feel that 
our beliefs are “old- fashioned,” “simple minded” and 
“behind the times.” It is frequently implied that to be truly 
modern, enlightened individuals, we must adopt the 
ideas of the liberal media and abandon the Christian 
heritage of our forefathers. One might even think that 
all of our politicians have abandoned their Christian 
values. But if you think that, you are wrong. 

I met with Senator Tom Young Jr. after his weekly Rotary meeting 
in downtown Aiken to get an inside look at his faith and how it 
affects his family, his law practice and his political career.  As we 
walked through the well-manicured streets and past the quaint 
shops that line Laurens St., there wasn’t a single person that 
passed Young who didn’t stop to shake his hand and say hello. 
Young not only obliged, but greeted each one by name with a 
warm smile and firm hand shake. It was obvious that Senator 
Young truly cares about his constituents. 

Young’s parents moved to the area in 1969, and he was born 
and raised in the Aiken/North Augusta area he now represents. 
Young recalls his childhood succinctly stating: “I grew up 
attending Millbrook Baptist Church, Jim Rivers was the 
pastor at the time and he had a huge influence on me.”  

At age 10, Young felt called to give his life to Christ, 
and after thoughtful discussions with his parents; he 
made a proclamation of faith. “I credit my parents 
for instilling in me Christian values and experiences 
that have shaped my life. Through their example, 
they taught me to regularly attend church, to 

I credit my parents 
for instilling in me 

Christian values and 
experiences that have 

shaped my life.    
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         I didn’t have a whole lot of 
interest in government or politics 
until I had a chance to go to 
Washington, D.C. as a United 
States Senate Page for Senator 
Strom Thurmond.

support the church financially, to seek 
God's will in the big and small decisions 
in life, to help those in need, and to reflect 
my Christian values in how I live my life on 
a daily basis.” 

It was through God’s guiding hand that 
Young had his first encounter with 
campaigning for an elected position. 
“During my junior year at Aiken High, I was 
the class president but I didn’t have a whole
lot of interest in government or politics 
until I had a chance to go to Washington, 
D.C. as a United States Senate Page 
for Senator Strom Thurmond.” This 
appointment came about rather unexpectedly 
after the young man originally chosen had 
to decline at the last minute. Young packed 

his bags and headed to D.C. for the 
summer. “This sparked my interest in 
public service”. 

Upon his return, his classmates 
encouraged him to run for student 
body president which he did and 
won. After graduating from high 
school, he attended the 
University of South Carolina 
Honors College where he 
also became the Student 
Body President. 
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After completing his undergraduate degree, 
Young attended law school and 
subsequently practiced law for several 
years in Columbia. However, feeling the 
draw of his hometown, he and his wife 
Heather moved back to Aiken. As he 
focused on his career and family, he didn’t 
give much thought to politics until again 
he felt the Lord’s calling. 

Young says of his entrance into politics 
on the state level, “It was not something 
I planned. I never thought, ‘In 2008 I am 
going to run for office.’ It came out of the 
blue. Skipper Perry unexpectedly decided 
not to run again as a state representative 
in February of 2008 and so I had to 
decide fairly quickly if I was going to be 
a candidate. After a couple of days of 
praying about it with my family, I knew that 
the Lord was leading me to run for the 
position—so I did. I was fortunate to win 
the primary and then the election.”

Young sought God's wisdom and direction 
again in 2012 when Senator Ryberg chose 

not to run for another term. Young decided 
not to seek reelection in the House and 
instead ran for the Senate seat. 

It is apparent that faith shapes every 
decision that Young makes from the way 
he manages his law practice to how he 
rears his children and votes in the state 
senate. “I try to emphasize that to my 
children every day—the importance of 
going to church, being kind to others, and 
doing what Jesus would want them to 
do in every situation. Not trying to wear 
it on your sleeve, but at the same time, 
knowing there is a right and wrong way 
to do things. You have to rely on God for 
guidance each day, on the small decisions 
and the big decisions.”

Between his successful law practice, 
state senate obligations, keeping up with 
his constituents and being an involved 
father to his two young daughters—Hailey 
Elizabeth and Ashley Caroline—Tom 
remains committed to the principles he 
observed in Senator Strom Thurmond. 

“His constituent service was second to 
none. I do everything I can to respond 
to my constituents. I try to call everyone 
back, respond to emails and answer any 
questions they have.” Though many times 
it seems as if one’s opinion does not 
matter, Young seriously considers each 
constituents concerns and weighs them 
heavily when deciding how he will vote. 
However, he does note that even when 
he doesn’t agree with a constituent, he 
will take the time to hear their opinion and 
explain why he plans to vote a certain way. 

In a world where many Christians tend 
to keep their beliefs to themselves and 
have relented that many things just can’t 
be fixed, Young doesn’t hold such a grim 
view of the future. Young says of his vision 
for South Carolina “I want our state to 
be a place where we have great educational 
and economic opportunities for our citizens; 
substantial reduction in generational 
poverty; fair and equitable taxes; excellent 
infrastructure; and wise stewardship of our 
natural resources.”  $
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WESTMINSTER
sCHooLs  oF AUGUstA

WI am Alyssa Cameron. I am Westminster.

Having developed a passion for teaching while a student at 
Westminster, Alyssa Cameron (‘10) is now studying at Furman 
University, ranked one of the top schools in the nation for 
their teacher education program. She plans to earn her Ph.D. 
in educational leadership so that she can open a school in an 
underserved area of the world.

Equipping Students for

ExtRAoRdinARy LivEs

Enthusiastic LEarnEr

Confident Leader

GlobAl ThInker

this is Westminster: developing outwardly-focused leaders
who are inspired life-long learners.

Learn how your child can be equipped for an extraordinary life by visiting wsa.net.
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Now You Know
Nickname: “Tommy”

Political Role Model: President Ronald Reagan

Favorite Bible Passage: Proverbs 3:1-6

Most Recent Physical Accomplishment: 
Completing a half-marathon

Aspiration for the Future: To end generational poverty 
through education. 

How He Wants to Be Remembered: “For being honest and 
hardworking … someone who led with humility and conviction.”


